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More than just the capital of the province of
Flemish Brabant, Leuven is a Burgundian port
of call for the leisurely tourist, a centre for the
exacting shopper, a cultural oasis and - thanks
to its university - a city of knowledge in which
the student is at home. Leuven is within a
stone’s throw of Europe’s capital Brussels and
the national airport, and at the intersection of
two European motorways.

Leuven is a town to stroll through. A town
whose atmosphere you absorb with pleasure. A
place that gets to you with its cocktail of culture
and history, the all-pervasive and creative pres-
ence of the university, the omnipresent hostel-
ries and the wide range of shops.

The enlightened tourist leaves Leuven as a
friend who harbours a firm intent to return.

A journey through time and
artistic trends

Leuven is first mentioned in documents from
the 9" century. However it took until the 12t
century before, thanks to its location on the
Dijle, it grew into a thriving centre of trade and
became the most important place in the Duchy
of Brabant. That period witnessed the construc-
tion of the town walls. Numerous monasteries,
abbeys and churches were built during this
period. The Romaanse Poort, the St. Jacob's
Church and the remains of the first town walls
are its silent witnesses.

The first milestone in the town’s history occurred
in the 15 century when the linen trade brought
wealth and prosperity to Leuven. This resulted
in the foundation of the university (1425), the
construction of the Great Market Square and
a blossoming of various other trades. Much of
Leuven’s wealth of magnificent buildings is also
from that period: the fantastic town hall, the
St. Peter’s Church with its unique interior and
'The Last Supper’ by Dirk Bouts, the Cloth Hall,
the "Huis van 't Sestich’ and numerous churches
such as St. Gertrude’s.

Inthe 17t century aninteresting housing complex
was added to the 13™ century Great Beguinage.
This oasis of peace and calm in the middle of a
bustling modern town was made a world herit-
age site by Unesco in 2002. At present there
are no longer any beguines living there, just stu-
dents and foreign visiting professors connected
with Europe’s oldest catholic university. Over
the centuries K.U.Leuven and its innumerable
buildings and colleges have largely determined

the face of Leuven. The town is in fact strewn
with university buildings such as the stylish Van
Dale College (Renaissance), the Falcon College,
and the Pope’s and Atrecht Colleges (classical
style). With the St. Michael’s Church , the inte-
rior of the Church of St. John the Baptist and the
unrivalled stucco work in the Park Abbey, the
baroqgue is also well represented in the town.

The construction of the Vaart and the turnpikes
to Leuven in the 18t century improved the town’s
accessibility and stimulated trade and industry.
This means that Leuven has now become a par-
ticularly interesting spot, not just for religious art
but also for secular buildings and infrastructure
works. Leuven is in fact a town in the throes of
metamorphosis, evolving in parallel with a ra-
pidly developing society. Contemporary archi-
tecture is being integrated with centuries-old
settings. Old and new reinforce one another and
together provide a unique townscape. This is
expressed in - among other things - the buildings
of one of Leuven’s top industrial companies.
AB Inbev, the world’s biggest brewery chain. But
the redeveloped surroundings of the station and
Martelarenplein are also examples of modern
architecture and contemporary town planning.
That district is now a vibrant part of the town.

Modern Leuven: ravaged and
rebuilt

In recent times Leuven’s growing prosperity
was curbed by the two great world wars. Af-
ter the French had made themselves at home in
Leuven in the wake of the French Revolution,
the town was captured and partly destroyed by
the Germans in both WW 1 and WW 2, and fell
victim to German and allied bombardments. In
1914 Leuven was conguered and destroyed by
the armies of the German Kaiser, and in 1940
the University Library and 900,000 books went
up in flames. Before being liberated in Septem-
ber 1944, Leuven was again the victim of heavy
bombing in April and May.

Since then Leuven has been a town in the throes
of metamorphosis. Streets, squares, buildings
and whole districts are evolving alongside a ra-
pidly changing society. Leuven is using this mo-
dernisationtointegrate high quality contemporary
architecture in the midst of its centuries-old tra-
dition. Old and new reinforce one another and to-
gether provide a magnificent urban setting. It is
not for nothing that 21t century Leuven definitely
claims to be a major port of call for tourists!
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First mention of the name Leuven Park Abbey, a Norbertine foundation Start of construction

(Luvanium) in a chronicle by Regino © Layla Aerts
Van Prim and two other chronicles

Walking package

This walking package of two individual
walks each of about five kilometres, is
ideal for making a first acquaintance with
the many facets of Leuven’s treasures.
One takes you through the green, less
well-known but nonetheless picturesque
bits of Leuven. The other is aimed mainly
at architecture and introduces you some
of Leuven’s most important sights.

of the first town walls
round Leuven

From a local to a global beer
town

Leuven is arguably the beer capital of the world.
Brewing flourishes here like nowhere else. At
the start of the 20t™ century over thirty brewer-
ies were active in the town. Most of them have
now disappeared. Only AB Inbev and the single
brew pub Domus have survived. At the latter,
the beer runs directly to the tap in the café next
door through a copper pipe.

For its part AB Inbev is a true world player.
The company is the largest brewery group
in the world. It has its roots in Sebastiaan Ar-
tois’ brew pub. In 1708 he achieved the rank
of master brewer and started his own brew-
ery. In 1928 the Artois brewery brewed a spe-
cial Christmas beer. Because it was so bright
it was given the name ‘Stella’ - Latin for star.
The beer became so popular that it was very
soon being drunk throughout the year. Stella
Artois became one of the most popular pilsner
beers in Belgium and in the late 20%* century
also began to make headway abroad. Stella
Artois is available in 80 countries where it is
positioned as an international luxury beer.
Leuven also presents an image of beer town
extraordinaire and allows its visitors to savour
its joys to the full. You will find the world’s long-
est bar in the Old Market Square where dozens
of cafés and terraces adjoin one another to
form a long bar.



Construction of Cloth Hall
(later University Hall)

Over six centuries of
knowledge and wisdom

Say Leuven and you say university. Since the
university was founded, the history of the town
and its Alma Mater have been tightly interwo-
ven. Both the university’s buildings and its stu-
dents have helped define the face of Leuven for
six centuries. The relationship between the two
throughout those hundreds of years may be de-
scribed as a marriage of passion and reason.
The University of Leuven was founded by Pope
Martin V in 1425 at the request of Duke John IV.
This makes K.U.Leuven the world’s oldest cath-
olic university still in existence. Following the
model of the existing universities of Cologne,
Paris and Vienna, the University of Leuven ori-
ginally had four faculties: the Arts, Canon and
Civil Law and Medicine. The Faculty of Theo-
logy was added in 1432. Today thirteen faculties
and an institute with faculty status offer a full
range of courses and scientific disciplines. Fa-
mous scientists and scholars start out on their
journey in the footsteps of illustrious predeces-
sors like Adriaan van Utrecht (Pope Adrian VI),
Erasmus, Vesalius and Mercator.

Over a history of nearly six centuries, Leuven
University has experienced periods of success
and of adversity. In 1797 the old university was
disbanded by the French Republic. Twenty
years later it was reopened by William | of the
United Netherlands as a National University. In
1835 this was in turn replaced by the Catho-
lic University, which had been reinstituted in
Mechelen the year before.

St. Peter’s Church built

1T

Foundation of Leuven University

Neither did the University of Leuven escape
the 20t century reality of the Belgian language
question between the Flemish and Walloons.
In 1911 a start was made on Dutchifying Leu-
ven university education. In 1936 most colleges
were taught in Dutch and French in parallel. In
1968 - influenced by the May student revolt in
Paris - the students came out on the streets
demanding complete Dutchification of the uni-
versity. The university was split into independ-
ent Dutch and French-speaking units, the first
of which stayed in Leuven whereas the French-
speaking unit moved to Louvain-la-Neuve in
Ottignies, Wallonia.

For the present, Dutch remains the language of
instruction of K.U.Leuven. Because of the univer-
sity’s international character and significance,
more and more - postgraduates, lectures and
seminars are being given in English or some
other language.

Under the influence of this internationalisation
the Association K.U.Leuven became a reality
on 11 July 2002 within the framework of the
European Bologna Declaration (1999). Thirteen
Flemish institutes of higher education combined
forces in this association in order to occupy a
stronger position on the new map of European
education. The aim of the Bologna Declaration
will also be achieved more readily. This reads as
follows: to increase the quality and transparen-
cy of higher education in Europe and optimise
the exchange of students, lecturers and know-
ledge.
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Erasmus’ stay

in Leuven g
(René Rosseel)

Stadhuis

Town Hall
GROTE MARKT, 3000 LEUVEN

Leuven Town Hall is one of the world’s most
famous Gothic town halls. According to tradi-
tion the first town hall stood on the Old Market.

A Stadhuis | Town hall - Fonske (Jef Claerhout)

The second one was accommodated in a ter-
race of houses on the Great Market, opposite
the St. Peter's Church, in 1439. The ample cel-
lars of the existing houses were retained, have
now been restored and are open to visitors. The
construction of the Town Hall took decades and
was controlled by three architects: Sulpicius




Change of function Great Beguinage

Van Vorst, Jan Il Keldermans and Matheus de
Layens, the latter changed the original plan, in-
cluding leaving out the intended belfry on the
corner of Naamsestraat. This gave the building
its characteristic Late Gothic appearance with
four corner towers, two apical towers and a ba-
lustrade that runs right round the building.

The Town Hall has three storeys. Between the
windows there are corbels, each with two
niches; three corner towers also have niches.
The plinths of the niches are carved biblical
representations, each with the motif sin and
punishment. They served an instructive and
admonitory function, not only for the people,
but also for the judges who had to sit there.
The so very typical 236 statues in the niches -
also known as the Leuven pantheon - were only
put there after 1850. The two rows on the bot-
tom storey represent artists, scholars and well-
known figures connected with Leuven’s past.
The first storey shows the patron saints of the
parishesandthe figuresthat symbolise municipal
freedom. Statues on the second storey include
the Counts of Leuven and the Dukes of Brabant.
Biblical figures appear on the towers.

The Town Hall too had to contend with des-
truction and decay. It has been restored
three times since the 19™ century. The last
time was in 1983 when the damage from a
WW Il bombing raid in 1944 was repaired.

* Foyer

Just as in the middle ages, the foyer (wandel-
zaal) on the ground floor is a covered extension
of the Great Market. Via this open area people
could reach all the municipal departments and
the rooms and garrets located above. In the
foyer we also see The flag of Leuven whose
three stripes - red, white, red - are the colours
of Lower Lorraine.

Statiestraat laid out
(Bondgenotenlaan)

Construction of train station,
Martelarenplein

¢ Gothic room

In the Gothic room Willem Ards was respon-
sible for carving the beam soffits and corbels
on the Great Market side. In this case the New
Testament, and more particularly the lives of
Mary and Jesus, was the source of inspiration.
The Gothic room was thoroughly restored du-
ring the last decades of the 19t century. The
floors and ceilings were repaired and the walls
decorated. An impressive fireplace was built on
one of the short sides of the room. For the walls
the town council ordered eleven paintings by
the Tournai artist Andre Hennebicq.

He painted four monumental canvases of im-
portant events on the history of Leuven and
seven portraits of Leuven artists and scholars.

¢ Parlours

The parlours are located in the oldest part of
the town hall and in the 19% century were used
as council chambers. The walls of the first par-
lour are strewn with portraits of the Mayors of
Leuven from the French period. The attention
grabber in the second parlour is Pieter-Jozef
Verhaghen’s masterpiece ‘Moses is Introduced
to Pharaoh’s Daughter’. This parlour is also cur-
rently used for weddings.



University library burned down,
along with 900 000 books
© Layla Aerts

University donates
the ‘Fonske’ (Jef Claer-
hout) statue to the town

UNESCO recognises
the Great Beguinage as
a world heritage site

STATUES ON THE FACADE OF THE TOWN HALL

1. Great Market facade

Quentin Matsys - painter
1t row - bottom left 1t statue

Trained as a blacksmith, his output included
the great gallows above the font of St. Peter's
Church. As a painter he is regarded as the last
Flemish primitive, who stands out by meti-
culous detailing and varied landscapes. He also
painted a series of generic scenes and portraits
of people including Erasmus. He left Leuven for
Antwerp, where he was admitted to the Saint
Luke’s Guild as a master craftsman in 1491.

Adriaan Van Utrecht - theologian and
pope

1*t row - bottom 3 statue from the left

Studied theology in Leuven and became pro-
fessor and pastor of the Great Beguinage. In
1507 he was appointed tutor to Charles, the
emperor to be, whom he accompanied to Spain
in 1515. In 1522 he was elected pope as Adrian
VI. In his will, he gave his Leuven residence - the
present Pope’s College - to the university.

Dirk Bouts - painter
1t row - bottom 4t statue from the left

Dirk Bouts (also known as Dieric or Dirc Bouts)
was a native of Haarlem who settled in Leu-
ven around 1448. He painted the triptyc ‘The
martyrdom of Saint Erasmus’ and ‘The Last
Supper’, his most famous work, for St. Peter's
Church. He is a master of muted emotion but
the beginnings of the later landscape painting
are also perceptible in his works.

Pieter Coutereel - official and leader of

the Leuven revolt against the aristocracy
15t row - bottom 5% statue from the left

In 1348 Coutereel was appointed bailiff (a
type of mayor) of Leuven. As an aristocrat he
did, however, have an eye for the interests of
the ‘little man’. In 1360 he staged a coup and
made Leuven the first town in Brabant to break
through the political monopoly of the aristo-
crats.

Mattheus De Layens - master builder
1t row - bottom left between the entrance doors

After the death of Sulpitius van Vorst and his
successor, Jan Il Keldermans, De Layens be-
came master builder of the town of Leuven,
responsible for the further construction of the
town hall.

Maria of Brabant - Queen of France
1*t row - top left between the entrance doors

Daughter of the Duke of Brabant. In 1274 she
married the French King Philip Ill the Bold. She
was the victim of a cowardly intrigue when
Pierre Lambrosse accused her of poisoning a
son from Philip’s first marriage. However, her
brother Duke John | got into the prison, dis-
guised as a Franciscan. He was convinced of
her innocence and demanded ‘trial by combat’.
A hireling of Pierre Lambrosse took up arms
against him but the Duke won and Maria
reascended the thrown. Labrosse was hanged
in Montfaucon.



Official recognition of Leuven
as a Flemish art town

The seven houses of Leuven
2" row - from 9t statue on the left to the 14t statue
on the left

In the second half of the 16" century, the town
instructed his clerks to divide the aristocrats
of Leuven into 7 houses after the example of
Brussels. The origin of this is said to be the son
and seven daughters of a knight who lived in
the early 9t century. The son became a bishop
and the daughters were married off to mem-
bers of the nobility. They became the proge-
nitors of the 7 houses.

Joanna of Brabant - Duchess of Brabant
and Limburg

3" row - 9™ statue from the left

Joanna of Brabant was the oldest daughter of
John Il of Brabant. In1331she married William |V,
Count of Holland, Zeeland and Hainaut, to whom
she had been betrothed since birth. William IV
died in 1345. In 1347, Joanna, then 25 years old,
became engaged to Wenceslaus of Bohemia,
Duke of Luxemburg. The marriage was not
consummated immediately, since Wenceslaus
was only 10 years old at the time. Because her
father had no male heirs when he died in 1355,
she succeeded him in Brabant and Limburg.
This was known as the ‘Joyous Entry’. The un-
expected death of her much younger spouse in
December 1383 caused a turnabout in Joanna’s
life. Until then she had scarcely occupied her-
self with affairs of state, but now she had to.
By far her greatest concern was to arrange the
succession to the Duchy.

Construction of M,
Leuven’s Museum begins
© Jan Kempenaers

Leuven is City of Taste

2. Naamsestraat facade

Leopold Il - King of the Belgians
3" row - Tt statue on the back of the tower

Eldest son of Leopold |. He succeeded his fa-
ther in 1865. He devoted himself mostly to trade
and industry. His sometimes very cruel policy in
the Congo colony came up against a great deal
of international indignation and ensured that in
1907 the Belgian State formally took over Con-
go from the King. On his deathbed Leopold Il
gave his assent to the National Service Act. This
put an end to the hated lottery system. His only
son Leopold died young and the crown passed
to his nephew Albert I.

Napoleon Bonaparte - French general
3 row - 2" statue at the back of the tower

Napoleon Bonaparte was born of an impover-
ished noble family from Ajaccio in Corsica.
He emerged as a skilled strategist in the wars
that the French revolutionaries waged against
the rest of Europe. His victories increased his
popularity. He rose to general and 1t consul
before having himself crowned emperor.
He was to remain emperor from 1804 to
1814. In that year he fought a fatal battle
with Russia, abdicated from the throne
and withdrew to the island of Elba.
In 1815 he made a final attempt to
recover power, but he was finally
knocked out at Waterloo. In 20 year,
Napoleon had won more battles
than Hannibal, Julius Caesar and
Frederick the Great put together.
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A Sint-Antoniuskapel
St. Anthony’s Chapel © Layla Aerts
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A Sint-Pietersker
St. Peter’s Church
© Layla Aerts

Sint-Pieterskerk » ‘
St. Peter’s Church
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THE RELIGIOUS
SPLENDOUR OF
CHURCHES, CHAPELS
AND MONASTERIES

Sint-Antoniuskapel
St. Anthony’s Chapel

PATER DAMIAANPLEIN, 3000 LEUVEN

The 14% century St. Anthony’s Chapel was
bought by the head of the Congregation of the
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary (Picpus Fa-
thers). They turned it into a shrine and place of
pilgrimage in honour of St. Joseph. By 1960-62
the great success of the pilgrimages had made
it necessary to renovate and enlarge the chapel.
This was done to a design by the architects
Jos Ritzen and Walter Steenhoudt. To this day
thousands of pilgrims from throughout Belgium
come here in March to honour St. Joseph.

Even more people from throughout the world
come to the St. Anthony’s Chapel for the crypt
of Father Damien, who has been buried here
since 1936. Inside the church visitors are able to
follow the career of Damien through a number
of panels of photos, from his vocation as a mis-
sionary to his death in 1889. Damien was beati-
fied in 1995 and designated the ‘Greatest Bel-
gian of All Time’ in December 2005. He was
canonised in Rome on 11 October 2009.

Sint-Geertruikerk
St. Gertrude’s Church

HALFMAARTSTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

In the mid-12™ century the St. Gertrude’s Church
was a simple oratory (place of prayer). The church
was built between the 13" and 15" centuries on
the orders of Henry | who founded a chapter of
Canons Regular of St. Augustine there. The Late-
Gothic tower has built entirely from stone, inclu-
ding the spire - so not a single nail was used, which
makes it one of the Seven Wonders of Leuven.

Sint-Jakobskerk
St. Jakob’s Church

SINT-JAKOBSPLEIN, 3000 LEUVEN

Of this originally Romanesque church from the
early 13t century, only the towers remain. These
too are among the Seven Wonders of Leuven.
The transept, erected by the master builder of
Leuven Town Hall, Matheus de Layens between
1457 and 1488 is also interesting.

Sint-Jan-de-Doperkerk

van het Groot Begijnhof
Church of St. John the Baptist of the Great
Beguinage

GROOT BEGIJNHOF, 3000 LEUVEN

The present Early Gothic church was founded
in 1305. It was completed between 1421 and
1468 under the direction of the architect Jan
Keldermans. The church is built in local Leuven
rural Gothic and is striking for its simple basilica
floor plan with no transepts and a flat apse. The

A Sint-Kwintenskerk | St. Quentin’s Church
© Layla Aerts

church still exhibits some Romanesque features
such as the heavy buttresses, small clerestory
windows and a small turret with stairs. The
lack of towers is reminiscent of the mendicant
orders and convents. During the recent resto-
ration, numerous frescoes from the 14, 15" and
17t century were revealed.

Sint-Kwintenskerk
St. Quentin’s Church

NAAMSESTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

The St. Quentin’s Church (Brabant High Gothic
style - 1450) was described by Justus Lipsius
(16" century South Netherlands humanist, philo-
logist and historiographer) as the most beau-
tiful church in Leuven. The original chapel for
the residential area of Ten Hove was elevated
to a parish church in 1252 and rebuilt in Gothic
style in the 15t century. The original tower sur-
vived until the 19 century when the new tower

n
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was built on the base of the old one. In 1937 the
church was protected as a monument by Royal
Decree.

During the restoration (1967 to 1970) new glass
windows designed by Michel Martens were fit-
ted. A number of paintings are exhibited in the
church, of which the best known are ‘The Last
Supper’ by Jan Willems from 1521 and ‘The Pro-
cession to Basse-Wavre'.

Sint-Michielskerk
St. Michael’s Church

NAAMSESTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

The St. Michael’s Church is regarded as one of
Belgium’s most splendid Jesuit churches. lIts
elegant facade in pure Barogue style of 1650
was designed by the Leuven priest-architect W.
van Hees, who had taken part in the construc-
tion of the Carolus Borromeuskerk in Antwerp.

<« A Sint-Michielskerk | St. Michael’s Church

The resemblance of the facade to an altar is
so striking that it really is an ‘altar outside the
church’. As such it is classified as one of the
Seven Wonders of Leuven. The floor plan of
the church (1650-1671) is related to St.-Loup
in Namur and even to the Church of the Gesu
in Rome. This church, too, was severely da-
maged in WW2 and restored between 1947
and 1950. It contains various works of art inclu-
ding 18t century paintings by E. Quellin and
P.J. Verhaghen, a communion rail ascribed to
A. Van Papenhovenen and a rocaille pulpit from
the hand of Du Roy (1765).

Sint-Pieterskerk
St. Peter’s Church

GROTE MARKT, 3000 LEUVEN

The St. Peter’s Church belonged to the oldest
parish (Sint-Pieters, 986) in Leuven. The church
burned down in 1176 and was replaced by a
new Romanesque church with a crypt and two
west towers. The present - much larger - Gothic
church was built between 1425 and 1497 under
the leadership of the architect Sulpicius Van
Vorst, who was also involved in the building of
the town hall. Because their foundations were
too weak, the towers only reached a height of
50 metres instead of the intended 170 metres.
In 1613, after some collapses, it was actually de-
cided to reduce the towers down to their bases.
On the outside, the chapel of ‘Fiere Margriet’ -
Proud Marguerite of Leuven, a Leuven popular
saint - built between two of the seven striking
apsidal chapels stands out.



Just like the town hall, the St. Peter’s Church
also suffered badly from shelling during the two
world wars. Thus in 1914 the roof burned off and
in 1944 the north transept was shelled.

In the chancel and presbytery we find the trea-
sury where numerous statues, paintings and a
variety of relics, monstrances and chalices are
on view. Chalices in gold and silver are displayed.
The apsidal chapels contain a great many fa-
mous and less famous paintings and sculptures.
The jewels in the crown are three works by

Flemish primitives. The best known of these is
‘The Last Supper’ by Dirk Bouts.

He was commissioned to paint this master-
piece, together with ‘The Martyrdom of Saint

Erasmus’ by the Brotherhood of the Holy Sac-
rament. In addition, there are two tombs: the
funeral monument of Henry | of Brabant in the
presbytery and the double tomb of Mathilde de
Bourgogne, his wife, and Marie of Brabant, their
daughter.

Seven wonders of Leuven

The Leuveners learned about the seven won-
ders of the world through the university. They
then went searching industrially for ‘their’ own
seven wonders. The first three of these can still
be seen:

1. TOWER WITHOUT NAILS
The tower of the St. Gertrude’s Abbey was
constructed entirely from stone, including
the spire.

2. THE BELL OUTSIDE THE TOWER
Tradition has it that the bell of St. Jakob’s
Church was a devil’s bell and therefore could
not hang in the church itself - so it was at-
tached to the outside of the tower.

3. THE ALTAR OUTSIDE THE CHURCH
The Baroque facade of St. Michael’s Church
(designed by Father W. Van Hees) has a
striking resemblance to an altar, including
the host at the top.

4. THE LIVING WALK AMONG THE DEAD
The Romanesque St. Michael’s Church in
Tiensestraat, with its numerous tombs of
noblemen, was erected on the ramparts of
Leuven (on top of the former Hoelstraat-
poort).

5. PEOPLE WALK BENEATH THE ROOTS OF
THE TREES
A number of elm trees were planted on the
Groefpoort so that people going through the
gate walked under the roots of trees.

Sint-Geertruikerk | St. Gertrude’s Church »

© Layla Aerts

6. WATER THAT FLOWS UPSTREAM
According to the tradition, the body of ‘Fiere
Margriet’ drifted upstream. This can be ex-
plained by the system of sluices, which en-
sured that part of the water ran back to
Leuven.

7. THE TOWER LOWER THAN THE CHURCH
The bell tower of the Baroque Discalced
Carmelites was built on the sacristy and
came scarcely any higher than the ridge of
the roof.
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS
OF THE BEGUINES

Groot Begijnhof

Great Beguinage
SCHAPENSTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

Leuven’s Great Beguinage was probably foun-
ded in 1205. It is one of the biggest existing
beguinages in Flanders with a built-up area of
approximately 3 hectares. At its peak in the 17t
century some 360 beguines lived there. In 1795
the beguinage was abolished by the French.
However, the 198 beguines were allowed to
remain in their houses. The remainder of the
dwellings were let to older women.

The beguinage is a succession of small streets
and squares, gardens and parks with dozens of
houses and convents in traditional baked sand-
stone style. This town-within-a-town was placed
on the Unesco’s World Heritage list in 2000. It
was then bought by K.U.Leuven which currently
accommodates students, university staff and
foreign guest professors there.

The beguinage’s old infirmary and communal
dwelling - the Convent of Chievres - are occu-
pied by a Leuven conference centre.

Klein Begijnhof

Small Beguinage
HALFMAARTSTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

Another beguine community rose up by the
St. Gertrude’s Abbey. This Small Beguinage is
mentioned for the first time in 1272. The district
consists of a street and two blind alleys where
women who served in the nearby abbey lived. The
small beguinage had few financial resources.

A Groot Begijnhof | Great Beguinage A

At its height it had only 100 beguines. After the
French Revolution, this number declined per-
ceptibly and the buildings rapidly fell into de-
cay. The church, built in 1636, was demolished
in 1862 and in 1954 the infirmary had to give
way to the expanding Stella Artois brewery. In
2000, what remained of the Small Beguinage
was thoroughly restored and sold to private
individuals. Today some thirty houses in tradi-
tional Flemish style remain of the beguinage.

e

A Klein Begijnhof | Small Beguinage

© Layla Aerts

Beguines were women who took a tempo-
rary vow of chastity and obedience. Un-
like nuns, they had not taken any religious

vows and were not bound to the rule of
poverty. Hence they could have their own
possessions. They provided for their live-
lihood from their own money, gifts and
income from teaching, caring for the sick
and craftwork such as sewing, embroidery
and spinning. The more affluent beguines
had their own homes in the beguinage.
Their poorer colleagues lived together in
convents or communal houses. Sick and
poor old beguines were admitted to the
infirmary.




A Universiteitshal | University Hall

SEARCHING FOR
KNOWLEDGE AMONG THE
UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS

1. TOWN CAMPUS

Atrechtcollege
Atrecht College

NAAMSESTRAAT 63, 3000 LEUVEN

Nicolaus Ruterius, Provost of the Chapter of St.
Peter’s and later Bishop of Atrecht lived in this
building. In 1508 he accommodated a college
for poor scholars there. From 1921 to 1977 the
building was a ‘pedagogy’ or college for the
first generation of female students.

V Atrechtcollege

In the inner courtyard you can find the ‘tree of
great grief’. This is a beautiful Sophora Japonica
or scholar tree (from the 18™ century) where in-
numerable girls took leave of their loved ones
when they had to be in their rooms by 7 pm.
Today the building is shared by the Course
Advisory Department and the Verbiest Institute,
which is devoted to developing a ‘New Relation-
ship’ with China and the Church in China.

Aula Pieter De Somer
Pieter De Somer Hall

DEBERIOTSTRAAT 24, 3000 LEUVEN

This hall is named after Pieter De Somer, who be-
came the first rector of the independent Dutch
speaking K.U.Leuven in 1968. You can find his
statute, by Vic Gentils, in front of the building. The
hall was formally opened in 1989 and has a capa-
city of 850 people. It is the university’s newest and
largest auditorium, where lectures are given but
which also provides the venue for the major cul-
tural, scientific and festive events at K.U.Leuven.

Centrale Universiteitsbibliotheek
Central University Library

MONSEIGNEUR LADEUZEPLEIN 21,

3000 LEUVEN

During WW1, the university hall was set ablaze
by the Germans. To the horror of the entire aca-



A Pauscollege
Central University Library

demic world, the centuries-old library went up
in smoke. Largely with American support, a new
library in Flemish Renaissance style was built on
Mgr. Ladeuzeplein. The outside of the gallery is
incised with the names of around 300 American
educational institutions that contributed to its
construction. The carillon in the tower - with 63
bells one of the biggest in the country - is a gift
from 16 American engineering associations. The
library contains over a million volumes.

College De Valk

Falcon College
TIENSESTRAAT 41, 3000 LEUVEN

When the university was founded, the Faculty
of Arts had 4 pedagogies or colleges. The Fal-
con College (1434) is the only one of these to
survive. It moved here in 1543. The classical
buildings were erected in 1783. After the French
Revolution the building acted as a reception
centre for disabled French, Dutch and Belgian
soldiers. When the building was restored to the
university’s hands, Hungarian refugees lodged
there. It currently houses K.U.Leuven’s Faculty
of Jurisprudence. A new complex was added to
the old college in 1966.

Erasmushuis van de faculteit

Letteren en Wijsbegeerte
Erasmus Building of the Faculty of Letters
and Philosophy

BLIJDE INKOMSTSTRAAT 21, 3000 LEUVEN

The new university building for the Faculty of
Letters & Philosophy, designed by the architect
Dessauvage in 1974, was given its name Eras-
mushuis only because of the 450" anniversary
of the great scholar’s birth. Among students the

A Centrale Universiteitsbibliotheek |

A College De Valk

modernistic building quickly became known as
the Kremlin because of its austere appearance,
its severe vertical and horizontal lines, the vi-
sible concrete and its sombre character, which
referred strongly to the bleak blocks of flats be-
hind the Iron Curtain.

Heilige Geestcollege
Holy Ghost College

NAAMSESTRAAT 40, 3000 LEUVEN

The Holy Ghost College was a gift from Lodewijk
de Rycke in 1442. The building was intended as
a house for students in the Faculty of Theology,
the university’s oldest academic institution. It
was radically rebuilt in the 18t century and part-
ly bombarded by the allies in WW II.

The rebuilt Holy Ghost College currently serves
as student accommodation. It also contains the
Spoelberch Museum which houses a selection
from the ancestral portrait gallery, fine furniture
and family silver of Viscount Charles-Victor de
Spoelberch (1836-1907) and his collection of
European and Oriental porcelain.

Hogenheuvelcollege
High Hill College

NAAMSESTRAAT 75, 3000 LEUVEN

The Roman number LX on the charming Gothic
brick facade of this building refers to the family
name of the master builder, Golin van 't Ses-
tich. The star of David on the upper gable and
a Hebrew inscription on another one lead us to
believe that its inhabitants, immigrants from
Germany, were of Jewish origin.

It was Jan van Weercassel who bought the building
in 1683 and housed Utrecht seminarists from the
Hoher Hugel (High Hill) college in Cologne there.
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A Hogenheuvelcollege

Since the college is also situated at the highest
point in Leuven, it kept its German name.
Nowadays the Faculty of Economics and
Applied Economic Sciences is located there.

Hoger Instituut voor
Wijsbegeerte
Higher Institute for Philosophy

KARDINAAL MERCIERPLEIN 2, 3000 LEUVEN

The institute was founded in 1889 by Désiré
Mercier at the instigation of Pope Leo XllIl. The
success of its courses meant that the famous
professor/architect Joris Helleputte had to
design the present complex of neo-gothic
buildings in 1892. The actual construction was
done in close consultation with the inspirational
priest/professor Armand Thiery, who financed
the building of both Institute and the Seminarie
Royale out of his family fortune.

At present the building also houses the famous
Husserl Archive, which promoted the publica-
tion of the philosophical works of Edmund
Husserl.

Koningscollege
King'’s College

NAAMSESTRAAT 59, 3000 LEUVEN

The King’s College was founded in 1579 by Phil-
lip Il of Spain. In 1595 it moved to the former
house of refuge of Affligem Abbey. The present
college was erected in classical style between
1776 and 1779. In 1815 it was used by the Prus-
sian army as a butchery and from 1860 to 1862
the college was leased to the Little Sisters of
the Poor, who housed old people there. It is cur-
rently home to the Zoological Institute.

Maria-Theresiacollege

Maria-Theresia College
SINT-MICHIELSSTRAAT 2, 3000 LEUVEN

Maria-Theresia provided a home for the Semi-
nary for Theology in this former Jesuit college
in 1778. In 1826-1827 King William | had the large
and small Halls built in the courtyard. They now
serve as auditoriums and halls for conferences,
lectures and concerts. The Great Hall is con-
ceived as a semi-circular temple and covered
with coffered ceiling. The rotunda is strongly
reminiscent of the pantheon in Rome.



Pauscollege
Pope’s College

HOGESCHOOLPLEIN 3, 3000 LEUVEN

It was Pope Adrian VI - then still Adriaen
Floriszoon Boeyens, emeritus professor of the
university - who accommodated this college for
needy theology students in his own house in
1523. After part of the building collapsed on 11
August 1775 the court architect Louis Montoyer
designed the new classical main building.

From 1830 to 1835 the college served as a maga-
zine and barracks. After that it became a ‘peda-
gogy’ for students of Philosophy and Letters. It
still contains student rooms for young people.

Premonstreitcollege

Premonstratian College
NAAMSESTRAAT 61, 3000 LEUVEN

The Premonstratensian College came into use
in 1571 for the White Canons or Premonstraten-
sians/ Norbertines studying at the university.
It was accommodated in the former house
of refuge of Grimbergen and was opened by
the prelates of the abbeys of Averbode, Park,
Grimbergen and Ninove. In 1755 it was rebuilt

o
4 A Aula Pieter De Somer

in Louis XV style with an impressive facade
in white stone crowned with a rococo niche.
A monumental gate shut off the front garden
where a staircase led to the entrance on the first
floor. After 1802 a military hospital was esta-
blished there. From 1818 to the present it has
accommodated the Institute for Physics.

Universiteitshal
University Hall

NAAMSESTRAAT 22, 3000 LEUVEN

In1432 the newly founded university was housed
in a wing of the town’s Cloth Hall, a prestigious
gothic building that originally had one storey. In
1679 the university acquired tenure of the entire
building and at once built the Baroque upper
storey. In 1723 the classical Rega Wing was built
on the Old Market side. The hall remained a
reading room and library until WW |I. Its large
collection of books was accommodated in a
magnificent chamber full of oak carvings. When
the Germans set the library alight during WW |,
destroying a large part of the interior with it, this
was the end of the imposing, world-renowned
library. It currently houses the university’s head-
quarters.
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Van Dalecollege
Van Dale College

NAAMSESTRAAT 80, 3000 LEUVEN

Van Dale College is the only college to have
been preserved in its original state. It is also
the oldest genuine Renaissance building in
the town. Canon Pieter van Dale, a native of
Antwerp and former student of the university,
founded the college in 1569. It was intended for
poor students from Antwerp and Aalst study-
ing theology, philosophy or canon law. Students
have been living there again since 1986 and the
K.U.Leuven’s student services department is
currently housed there.

From the quadrangle you have a marvellous
view of the college chapel where Pieter van
Dale was originally buried.

2. CAMPUS GASTHUISBERG

HERESTRAAT 49, 3000 LEUVEN

K.U.Leuven started building the 13,000 m?
Gasthuisberg Complex just outside the Leuven
ring road in 1975. The building is mainly con-
structed from prefabricated concrete units. The
lower levels with meeting places are organised
like a stair-case to suit the slope of the site. The
lecture theatres are incorporated in this sloping
landscape as free-standing boxes. Above this
glass base three levels are arranged as a mas-
sive brick volume, with two north-facing glazed
courtyards. The UZ Leuven Campus Gasthuis-
berg has grown into a European centre for lea-
ding-edge medical technology and is currently
the biggest hospital in Europe after. With 1,894
beds and 8,248 staff Gasthuisberg is an institu-
tion that operates like a small town.

3. CAMPUS HEVERLEE

KASTEELPARK ARENBERG, 3001 LEUVEN

After WW Il the university built a large number
of institutes in the extensive Arenberg Park,
around the castle of the same name. These
mainly involved buildings for the exact sciences,
sports grounds and the sports hall for the Faculty
of Kinesiology and Rehabilitation Science. Engi-
neers and architects receive their education in
the magnificent Arenberg Castle itself.

The Faculty of Kinesiology and Rehabilitation
Sciences was established in 1937 by the young
fellow P. P. De Nayer. He was required by the
rector, Mgr. Ladeuze, to give lectures in sports
medicine, revive student sport and attend to
the construction of a sports institute. The suc-

cess of the course and the indoor sports en-
sured that a complete new big sports complex
was opened in 1969, ushering in a new era in
the history of Leuven university sport. Out of
gratitude to its driving force, the complex was
named after Professor De Nayer.

Campusbibliotheek Arenberg

Arenberg Campus Library
WILLEM DE CROYLAAN 6, 3001 LEUVEN

The Arenberg Campus Library (CBA) is housed
in the former Celestine monastery, which was
built by Rombout Keldermans. Rafael Moneo
was responsible for the design of the new li-
brary. It is one of the biggest and most modern
libraries for science and engineering technology
on the European mainland. CBA houses a mil-
lion books and reference works under one roof.
Students, academics, alumni and other visitors
can work there in a high-tech environment full
of multimedia solutions.

V Auditorium




SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE

Bibliotheek Tweebronnen

The Tweebronnen Library
RIJSCHOOLSTRAAT 4 BUS 101, 3000 LEUVEN

The Tweebronnen Library is one of the six
largest libraries in Flanders. It is located in the
former Technical School, the last building to be
built in Belgium by the famous architect Henry
van de Velde. In 1990 the building, constructed
between 1936 and 1942, was listed as a histori-
cally valuable entity and remains one of Leu-
ven’s few examples of modern contemporary
building between 1935 and 1975.

When the town decided to house both the mu-
nicipal library and its archives in this building,
it appeared that the concrete structure of the
school was not designed for the heavy load of

books and documents. For both technical and
budgetary reasons it was then decided to de-
molish the building and re-erect it - in the same
style as van de Velde’s original design.

Campusbibliotheek Arenberg

Arenberg Campus Library
WILLEM DE CROYLAAN 6, 3001 LEUVEN

See page 20.

Centrale Universiteitsbiblio-
theek

Central University Library

MONSEIGNEUR LADEUZEPLEIN 21,
3000 LEUVEN

See page 16.

V Bibliotheek Tweebronnen | The Tweebronnen Library
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RETIRING CONTEMPLATION
IN THE ABBEYS

Abdij Keizersberg
Keizersberg Abbey

MECHELSESTRAAT 202, 3000 LEUVEN

This abbey of the Benedictine order goes back
to the 19t century. It was built by the monks of
the Maredsous Abbey on the site of the old du-
cal fortress. It was intended as a house of study.
The buildings and their surrounding grounds
are encircled by a long wall. The whole complex
is reminiscent of an old fortified castle. In 1969
the west wing of the abbey was rebuilt as a hall
of residence for university students.

The abbey has leased the gardens to the town,
so that it can be further developed as a tourist
attraction and green lung. A link between the
Vaartkom and the abbey is currently being in-
vestigated.

Abdij van Park
Park Abbey

ABDIJ VAN PARK 7, 3001 LEUVEN

The Norbertine Park Abbey is a special oasis
of contemplation, calm and silence. The open
area with its farmland, avenues, fishponds and
meadows simply invites you to take a stroll. But
Park Abbey is more than a green lung on the
urbanised fringes Leuven. The monastery and its
estate make up a particularly valuable and har-
monious heritage site with along and fascinating
history and a very high level of authenticity.

The estate was originally a hunting park be-
longing to Godfrey | the Bearded, Duke of Bra-

bant, which is how it got its name. In 1129 the
Duke gave his game park to the Norbertines of
the Northern French Abbey of Laon, with the
express request that an abbey be built there.
Ever since Norbertines have been shaping the
Park site and have lived there virtually without
interruption. Over the centuries Park has grown
into one of the leading abbeys in the Southern
Netherlands. Its abbots enjoy high regard and
its network of parishes and agricultural land ex-
tends over substantial areas of the territory of
the old Brabant.

Today the abbey grounds still cover around 42
ha and it is a special historic conservation area.
It still has all the components of the Ancien Re-
gime abbey. The integrity of the historic entity -
little or nothing has been added or demolished
since the end of the 18% century - makes Park
Abbey one of the best preserved abbey com-
plexes in Belgium and Holland.

Furthermore, the interior of the monastery and
the décor of the buildings remain virtually in-
tact. The 17t century stucco ceilings in the re-
fectory and library are particularly appealing
to the imagination. But there are also the old
and extensive archives, a valuable collection of
books and prints and a large art collection.

Implementation of the Leuven master plan
means that Park Abbey is a historically valuable
site and an island of peace in the bustling town.
Above all it provides an important ecological
and cycling link between the town centre and
the sub-borough of Heverlee. A number of
renovation projects have already begun and the
parlour, Sint-Norbertuspoort, the garden pavi-
lions and the Coach House have been restored
to their former glory. The feasibility of restoring
other parts of the abbey is being examined.



A Abdijj Keizersberg | Keizersberg Abbey

Abdij Abdij van Vlierbeek

Viierbeek Abbey
ABDIJLAAN, 3010 LEUVEN

In 1125 Godfrey | the Bearded, Duke of Brabant,
donated a piece of land to the Benedictines of
Affligem. They founded a priory, which quickly
developed into an abbey. In 1572, during the
wars of religion, the monastery was devastated.
The monks were compelled to withdraw to their
refuge within the walls Leuven. It was only in
1642 that they returned to the abbey and gradu-
ally rebuilt the ravaged parts. In 1796 the monks
were again driven out of their monastery - this
time by the French. When Vlierbeek became an
independent parish in 1829, private individuals
moved into the adapted abbey buildings, which
were the property of the church fabric commit-
tee. The former guest quarters were converted
to three dwellings and were restored in 2006.
The abbey church - a monumental, particularly
homogeneous sandstone building in classical
style - was restored inside and out in 2001 and
now serves as Vlierbeek’s parish church.

V Abdijj van Park | Park Abbey

A Abdij van Viierbeek | Viierbeek Abbey

Sint-Geertruiabdij
St Gertrude’s Abbey

HALFMAARTSTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

This abbey is the heart of the Small Beguinage.
The buildings, erected between the 14" and
17t centuries have already been restored and
reappointed as a residential complex. In 1912
Professor Canon A. Thiery was able to buy the
abbey and modernise it. He also had the Thiery
Wing constructed from fragments of the facades
of Leuven town houses destroyed during WW |.
The abbey itself was seriously damaged in 1944,
when the remaining two gothic wings of a mo-
nastic building were destroyed. The walled,
green oasis with its valuable trees is of interest.

Tip

Historic walk in the abbey
grounds with audio-guide

Some 30 recordings provide the visitor with
captivating details of the origin, history and
use of the site via a headset. Testimony of a
former abbey porter, a guest master and a
gardener provide colour and variety.
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A Station © Philippe Samyn And Partners Architects and Engineers

A A Martelarenplein

THE STATION AREA: THE LIFE OF ONE AND ALL

The surroundings of the station are one of the
portals of the town. Either side of the ‘River
Railway’ and around the central square called
the Martelarenplein there are examples of in-
teresting modern architecture. This transfor-
mation has brought the neighbourhood com-
pletely to life. It now forms an essential part of
both the town and the environs of the station.

Provincial building

Anyone who takes the time will be fascinated
by the prospects, fine materials and intriguing
construction of the building. The whole bot-
tom storey is accessible to the public. You will
find six contemporary works of art beautifully
integrated with the building. The most striking
thing is probably the yellow balcony on the
Aglaia Konrad tower.

The office strip with
the municipal offices
All the buildings in the office strip are con-

nected with one another by a large, natural
stone pedestrian precinct: a kind of megalo-

maniac pedestrian balcony that incorporates
benches at various points that provide day-
light to the cycle parking area.

The high, transparent glass base containing a
great many public functions provides a view
on the railway yards at the back. The whole
ensemble provides a lively street scene. The
glass plinth reflects the buildings of Tiensevest
and at night creates a long drawn out strip of
light. Above the glass plinth there are five se-
parate U-shaped buildings finished with matte
natural stone panels, which provide the ne-
cessary structure. The different colours provide
an extensive palette between the gray provin-
cial building and the white station building.

In the enormous underground cycle par-
king area you immediately get an idea of the
number of bikes riding around in Leuven.

There are also two works of art near the bou-
levard: ‘The Abduction of Europa’ by Rik Poot
and the abstract work ‘The hand of Prome-
theus’ by Wouter Mulier.



A Martelarenplein © Layla Aerts

KBC offices

Because the frontage on Martelarenplein
measures only six metres, KBC (a Belgian
banking/insurance group) designed its new
offices with a striking, narrow facade. It then
built a long corbelling that sweeps ten metres
above ground level and forms the top end of
the avenue Tiensevest.

At the south side of the building there is a
public lift that takes up the difference in levels
between Martelarenplein and the pedestrian
precinct. This lift is mainly for wheel-chair
users, parents with pushchairs and other less
mobile passers by.

Martelarenplein

Martelarenplein is the heart of the ensemble.
The reconstruction of the square (beginning
of the 21t century) transformed into the re-
ception room for the whole of Leuven. The
traffic that previously made the square a kind
of urban jungle has largely been put under-
ground. The buses have a separate lane on
the north side of the square and pedestrians
and cyclists have acres of space.
Architecturally Martelarenplein has become
one of the town’s most interesting squares
with an ambiance that is all its own.

The play of lighting effects has made the new
car park under Martelarenplein a fascinating
place. Some people even call it an under-
ground cathedral.

A KBC-kantoor Martelarenplein

De Lijn Transport Company

This office block-annex-regional bus sta-
tion was designed by the architects Manuel
de Sola, Morales Rubio and the firm of A33,
so that the office premises sweep above the
stands of the bus station. At the same time the
entire complex is intricately interwoven with
the underground car park, the pedestrian tun-
nel and the railway station. The striking choice
of materials makes the red building a salient
focal point of the neighbourhood.

Glass, steel & light in
the station building

Architects Samyn & Partners designed the
new canopy of the station, which consists of
no fewer than 16 longitudinal arched roofs.
These span the platforms and tracks. The
whole thing is built of glass and steel, alter-
nating with lanes of light.

The Flemish Administrative
Centre

The Flemish Administrative Centre provides
the focal point of the ensemble. The grey
natural stone building consists of an exten-
ded base and a 16-storey tower. One of the
four stories of the base disappears into the
ground.
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UNIQUE AND IMPRESSIVE
Anatomisch Amfitheater van Rega

Rega’s Anatomical Amphitheatre
MINDERBROEDERSSTRAAT 50, 3000 LEUVEN

In 1744 Rector Rega constructed an anatomical
theatre as an auditorium for anatomy lectures.
The octagonal structure with large windows en-
sured that enough light got in. As a result, the
students were readily able to follow the dissec-
tion of cadavers.

This incoming light also made the building ex-
tremely suitable for use as a studio. In 1887 the
town of Leuven offered the theatre to Constan-
tin Meunier as a studio.

Collegium Trilingue
(De Dry Tonghen)

Collegium Trilingue (The Three Tongues)

BUSLEIDENGANG (VISMARKT), 3000 LEU-
VEN

The Collegium Trilingue was opened in 1518 and
is one of the few remaining Renaissance buil-
dings in Leuven. The college was formed by
Cannon Hieronymus van Busleyden, ambassa-
dor of Duke Charles and friend of Erasmus, who
gave Hebrew, Latin and Greek lectures there.
The magnificent entrance hall with its 16% cen-
tury stone spiral staircase is still remarkable.

Hoofdkantoor AB Inbev
AB Inbev head office

The head office of the world’s largest brewer
- AB Inbev - forms the starting point of the
Vaartkom, a former industrial area. The buil-
ding itself - with its striking vertically oriented
windows - is the catalyst of the entire enclave

V AB Inbev

behind it and reemphasises the beer charac-
ter of this gate of the town. The glued bricks
and concrete colonnades that enclose this very
flexible building are clear references to the unity
of the Vaartkom.

Hortus Botanicus Lovaniensis

(Kruidtuin)
(Garden of Herbs)

KAPUCIJNENVOER 30, 3000 LEUVEN

A lover of plants and herbs will find joy in the
oldest herb garden in Belgium. There you will
find some 800 plants of a variety of families
from throughout the world. The herb garden
was laid out by Leuven university for its medical
students in 1783.

In 1835 the garden was transferred to the town
of Leuven, which in 1982 restored the oran-
gery to its original state and planted a tropical
greenhouse. The neoclassical gatehouse, the
orangery and the picturesque ground plan of
the garden are of interest.

M - Museum Leuven

M of Museum Leuven is the continuation of the
Municipal Museum Vander Kelen-Mertens. The
new museum building was designed by the Bel-
gian top architect Stéphane Beel.

In his design he integrates two old and two new
buildings in a balanced and rigid complex. He
strives for complementarity between the exis-
ting and the new architecture thus allowing old
and contemporary art to dialogue with one an-
other.

Tafelrond
Round Table

GROTE MARKT, 3000 LEUVEN

The original Gothic Roud Tabel was a guildhall,
a building where master craftsmen, journey-
men and apprentices in the same trade met. It
was constructed in 1487 on the instructions of
the corporation of Leuven. In 1817 the severely
neglected building was pulled down and
replaced by a Neoclassical concert hall. How-
ever it burned down in 1914. After the war the
National Bank decided to reconstruct the buil-
ding to the original plans at its own expense.
The National Bank vacated the building in 2002,
after which it was sold by public auction in 2005
to Leven native Jan Callewaert, founder of the
technology company Option.
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MAY THEY REST IN PEACE ...

Brits militair kerkhof ‘De Jacht’
’40-’45

British Military Cemetery ‘De Jacht’ 1940-45
BIERBEEKPLEINDREEF, 3001 LEUVEN

The churchyard reminds one of WW2. It is
reached via Hertogstraat, at the corner of Bier-
beekpleindreef and Kerspelstraat.

Kerkhof Abdij van Park
Park Abbey Churchyard

ABDIJ VAN PARK 7, 3001 LEUVEN

The churchyard lies around the church building
and retains its function as a burial place to this
day. A great many natives of Leuven and other
prominent people have found their last resting
place here. Figures like Paulin Ladeuze (rector of
K.U.Leuven from 1909 to 1940), Joris Helleputte
(architect and professor at K.U.Leuven), rec-
tor Piet De Somer (first rector of the separate
Flemish K.U.Leuven) and Gaston Eyskens (one
of the most important post-war prime ministers
of Belgium) refer to important episodes in
politics, culture and the history of K.U.Leuven.
Generations of Leuven’s monastic inhabitants
rest in large concessions.

=

A Abdijj van Viierbeek | Viierbeek Abbey

Kerkhof Abdij van Vlierbeek
Viierbeek Abbey Churchyard

ABDIJLAAN, 3010 LEUVEN

This churchyard contains the funeral monuments
of famous people such as Edouard Remy (Leuven
industrialist and patron of the arts), Paul Alberdingk
Thijm (historian, founder and first chairman of the
Davidsfonds), Emiel Vliebergh (Flemish jurist,
economist and chairman of Davidsfonds) and Mgr.
Sencie (founder of the Flemish Teaching Methods
Association in Leuven).

Kerkhof Diestsesteenweg

Diestsesteenweg Churchyard
DIESTSESTEENWEG, 3010 LEUVEN

This is the current place of burial for the people
of Leuven and its sub-parishes.

Stadskerkhof

City Cemetery
KERKHOFDREEF 7, 3001 LEUVEN

In 1794 the location of a burial place was esta-
blished between Parkpoort and Tiensepoort. In
this, Leuven’s central burial place, you will find,
in addition to the gravestones of Leuven may-
ors, the graves of political prisoners from WW2
and of people who had seen action in WW1 as
evidenced by their ‘Fire Crosses’. This church-
yard also contains anatomy fields, burial places
for the dead who gave their bodies to science.
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REFINED GRANDEUR
IN THE CASTLES

Arenbergkasteel

Arenberg Castle

KARDINAAL MERCIERLAAN 94, 3001 HEVER-
LEE

Arenberg Castle was originally built by the Lords
of Heverlee. It is an example of traditional brick
and sandstone architecture. For two centuries,
the castle remained in the hands of the van Croy
family. They rebuilt it in both Renaissance and
Neo-Gothic styles. In the 17t" century it passed
via Anna van Croy to the Duke of Arenberg,
whose descendent Louis Englebert of Arenberg
- nicknamed ‘the blind duke’ - was a great pa-
tron of the arts and sciences. His heirs retained
his love of science, and in 1916 Duke Engelbert
Maria of Arenberg donated the castle and its
29 ha park to K.U.Leuven. The castle is used by
K.U.Leuven’s Faculty of Engineering Sciences,
and is the pivotal point of a green campus for the
Science & Technology Group.




A De Kotmadam (Fred Bellefroid)

A TOWN OF SCULPTURES

Abraham
SINT-DONATUSPARK, 3000 LEUVEN

Abraham is the symbol of wisdom and of men
who have reached the age of fifty. In 1975 the
‘Mannen van het Jaar’ (Men of the Year) com-
missioned the statue of Abraham from the
Dutch artist Freddy Janssens to be placed in
Broekstraat, and later, for reasons of visibility,
it was moved to the entrance to the municipal
park after a ‘happening’.

Albert Giraud
SINT-DONATUSPARK, 3000 LEUVEN

Albert Giraud was a poet. He was born in Leu-
ven as Emile Albert Kayenbergh. He studied at
the University of Leuven, but left without taking
a degree. He decided to concentrate on journa-
lism and poetry. His statue was designed by
Victor Rousseau and unveiled in 1935.
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Age Association/
‘De Mannen van het Jaar

‘De Mannen van het Jaar’ (Men of the Year)
is a typically Leuven phenomenon. This
mens’ association has only the year of birth
as a common bond, and is the product of
friendship and brotherly love.

The ‘De Mannen van het Jaar’ (Men of the
Year) stand aloof from any political, social,
philosophical or religious belief. For 10
whole years - the Active Years - The Men
prepare for their 50t birthday. They have
a permanent and prominent place in the
social life of Leuven in order ultimately to
reach the age of Abraham (50 years). On
that occasion a commemoration of Abra-
ham is organised at the Statue of Abraham
in the municipal park.
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A De Kanaalgravers (Willy Peeters)

André Dumont
HOGESCHOOLPLEIN, 3000 LEUVEN

Professor André Dumont was the discoverer of
the coal measures of Belgian Limburg. In Leuven
he formed the Association of Mining Engineers.
This consisted of graduates of K.U.Leuven and
had a double function - to put graduates on the
shop floor and to keep them informed of the
latest developments in industry. The statue of
Dumont was an initiative of the Association. A
work by sculptor Paul Van de Kerckhove, it was
unveiled in 1922.

Ballon van de Vriendschap
HERBERT HOOVERPLEIN, 3000 LEUVEN

This work of art is symbolic of friendships in
Leuven and was created in 1987 by the artist
Danny Tulkens, commissioned by the Age As-
sociation. The sculpture represents an air bal-
loon with four ‘friends’ in it. Because of stability
problems, its unveiling in 1988 was postponed.
One of the ‘friends’ in the Balloon was stolen
and has not been found to this day.

De Kanaalgravers
VAARTKOM, 3000 LEUVEN

On the 250" anniversary of the cutting of the
first sod on the Leuven-Dijle Canal (2000), the
working party placed a permanent memorial on
the Vaartkom. The bronze sculpture was cast by
Willy Peeters.

A Fons Sapientiae (Jef Claerhout)

De Koeieschieter
BRUSSELSESTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

The people of Leuven acquired the nickname
‘Koeieschieters’ (cow shooters) during the
French siege of 1691 when, one dark night, they
opened fire on ‘hostile figures’. In daylight, what
was supposed to be a troop of Frenchmen trans-
pired to be a herd of cows. The statue, designed
by Peter Vanbekbergen, was unveiled in 1991.

De Kotmadam
OUDE MARKT, 3000 LEUVEN

Until the end of the last century, the ‘Kot-
madam’, a landlady who let student rooms, was
a vital figure in student life. The statue of such
a typical Leuven’s landlady, by Fred Bellefroid,
was unveiled in 1985 in the presence of Maria
Swerts, then Leuven'’s oldest landlady. The fact
that the statue represents a youthful and attrac-
tive lady caused mixed feelings at the time as it
did not match the common idea of the typical
landlady. Over the years the statue has become
an eyecatcher and a great many photos have
been taken beside her or on her lap.

De Witte
BLIJDE INKOMSTSTRAAT 21, 3000 LEUVEN

‘De Witte’ is the main character in the Belgian
writer Ernest Claes’ novel of the same name. He
is @ humorous scamp who plays a host of tricks
and drives his parents to despair. The Leuven
statue of ‘De Witte’, seen through the eyes
of René Rosseel, is to be found in the garden
around the new building of the Faculty of Let-
ters. The statue was unveiled in 1986.



A Paepe Toon (Peter Vanbekbergen)

Dijle-eend
REDINGENHOF, 3000 LEUVEN

The ‘Dijle-eend’ drinking fountain was designed
by the residents’ association of Redingenstraat
and commissioned from René Rosseel to beau-
tify the neighbourhood. The duck is supposed
to bring good fortune.

You have to rub its back three times and grasp
its tail with your little finger. After that you must
walk round the fountain to the black knob in the
ground and press it. You then drink from the
fountain and make a silent wish.

Dorre de Bakker
DIESTSESTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

‘Dorre the baker’ represents a young, dynamic
pre-war baker going to fetch the bread dough
from his customers to put it in the oven. The
statue shows that the bakers’ craft is a fine
trade with a long tradition. It was made by Ro-
land Rens at the request of the Association of
Bakers and Pastry Cooks and the Friends of
Baking and unveiled in 1979.

Edouard Remy
HERBERT HOOVERPLEIN, 3000 LEUVEN

Remy was a typical example of a 19 century
paternalistic and socially business man. He gave
work to hundreds of people in his rice and starch
factory in Wijgmaal, a sub-borough of Leuven.
At the end of the 19* century it was decided to
honour this remarkable character with a statue.
The revivifying concept was drawn by art- nou-
veau architect and executed by Pieter Braecke.

A Dorre de Bakker (Roland Rens)

Erasmus
MECHELSESTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

The statue of the author of ‘The Praise of Folly’
was donated to the town by the Lions Club on
its fiftieth anniversary. It represents an Erasmus
looking down on an average mortal with an at-
tentive ear and an ironic smile on his face. The
statute is 1,25 metres high and was designed by
René Rosseel. It was unveiled in 1979.

Fiere Margriet
TIENSESTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

According to legend, ‘Fiere Margriet’ was ab-
ducted, ravished and murdered. One legend
says that her grave was found because of an
unnatural light that shone from it. Another tells
the tale of the corpse - surrounded by a shining
light - being conveyed upstream along the Dijle
by a shoal of fish, when it was noticed by the
Duke of Brabant. The statue was designed by
Willy Meysmans and unveiled in 1982.

Fons Sapientiae
MAARSCHALK FOCHPLEIN, 3000 LEUVEN

‘Fonske’ is the symbol of the Leuven student.
His name comes from Latin since ‘Fons Sapien-
tiae’ means ‘source of wisdom’. ‘Fonske’ is hold-
ing a book in his left hand and pouring a glass
(of beer) over his head with his right hand. The
statue was designed by Jef Claerhout and do-
nated to the town by K.U.Leuven in 1975 in com-
memoration of 550 years existence.
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A De Hand van Prometheus (Wouter Mulier)

Hand van Prometheus

PROFESSOR VAN OVERSTRAETENPLEIN 1,
3000 LEUVEN

This creation of the Leuven artist Wouter Mulier
represents the fire of Prometheus, symbol of
knowledge, inspiration and creativity. It was
given to the town by IMEC (a world-famous
Leuven research centre) and unveiled in 2008.

Justus Lipsius
BONDGENOTENLAAN, 3000 LEUVEN

Justus Lipsius, originally called ‘Joost Lips’, was
one of the best known figures of humanism.
He studied and lived in Leuven for some years.
The statue, made by Jules Jourdain, depicts the
figure of Lipsius realistically - staring solemnly
ahead, immobile, an open book in his hand, full
of 19" century grandeur. The statue has been
standing there ever since 1909, when the Bel-
gian State presented it to the town of Leuven
on the occasion of the 75™ anniversary of the
Catholic University.

Kamerood 60
SINT-DONATUSPARK, 3000 LEUVEN

This work of art harks back to the Leuven ex-
pression ‘comrade sixty’, whose meaning no-
body can now remember. The Leuven Men of
‘60 commissioned Jan Rosseels to dedicate
a statue to it. They donated it to the town in
2000, when they all turned 40. The image of
an eternally young man full of the joys of life is
highly symbolic.

Leeuwenpaar
HOGESCHOOLPLEIN, 3000 LEUVEN

The quadrangle of the Pope’s College on
Hogeschoolplein is ‘guarded’ by two fearsome
looking lions sitting to the left and right of the
monumental stairway. The animals were part of
an exhibition by the Belgian artist Olivier Strebelle
that took place at the Pope’s College in 1992. The
then president of the college, Professor Sabbe,
thought the lions fitted in so well that he went
out looking for money to buy the sculptures.
After four years he had enough sponsors to pay
the price, which has remained a secret.

Meester Jan
GROTE MARKT, 3000 LEUVEN

The Leuven jacquemart (mechanical statues
striking bells) was called ‘Meester Jan’ and was
constructed in 1381. In 1573 it finally came to
grief under the influence of wind and weather,
together with part of the tower.

Spurred on by Campanae Lovanienses and
KBC Insurances. ‘Meester Jan’ was reborn in
1998. The 2,35 metre tall gilded statue by Willy
Peeters now provides a superb pinnacle for the
Great Market.

Mercator
MERCATORPAD, 3000 LEUVEN

Mercator, chiefly known for his world and celes-
tial atlases, lived in the 16t century. He lived in
Leuven for a good many years, initially to study
mathematics, later to work as a land surveyor.
The statue of Mercator is relatively recent. It
was made by the Leuven artist Raoul Biront and
unveiled in 2001 by Mayor Louis Tobback. It was
a gift from the Traders Association to celebrate
55 years of existence.



A Meester Jan (Willy Peeters)

Oorlogsmonument
MARTELARENPLEIN, 3000 LEUVEN

The restored war memorial in the Martelaren-
plein is an abiding reminder of the shooting of
dozens of Leuven people in the station square
when the Germans marched through in 1914.
The memorial was designed by Marcel Wolfers
and unveiled in 1925.

Paepe Thoon
BRUSSELSESTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

Paepe Thoon is a figure of a hunchbacked fool
of the 15 century, who is supposed to be the
illegitimate son of the then pastor of the parish
of St. Peter’s, Jan Van der Phalissen. He was
chiefly known for his jokes and pranks, which,
according to legend, even came to the ears of
Duke Philippe le Bon.

On his deathbed he asked to be buried under
a stone fountain so that he would never suffer
from thirst. The statue was carved by Peter Van-
bekbergen and was donated in 1991 to the town
of Leuven by the Leuven Traders Association
and was unveiled on the occasion of its forty-
fifth anniversary.

Pater Damiaan
BRUSSELSESTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

Father Damien, also known as the leprous father,
is perhaps one of the less well-known statues
in Leuven. It was carved in 1894, just five years
after Damien’s death by the sculptor and painter
Constantin Meunier on a commission by the
Catholic Circle. What few people know is that
the head of the statue does not represent that of
Father Damien but that of Canon Thiéry. As a close
acquaintance of Meunier, he arranged for himself
to be depicted in memory of someone else.

A Oorlogsmonument (Marcel Wolfers)

Pieter Coutereel
SMOLDERSPLEIN, 3000 LEUVEN

The nobleman Pieter Coutereel carried out a
coup in 1360 and made Leuven the first town in
Brabant to break down the political monopoly
of the aristocracy.

The commission for the statue of Coutereel was
given by the town on the occasion of the 50t
anniversary of the Leuven section of the Bel-
gian Employers’ Party. Artist Georges Vande-
voorde depicted Coutereel dressed as a 14"
century bailiff (representative of a prince or
lord of the manor). The statue stands outside
the law courts as a symbol of justice and equa-
lity, concepts that Coutereel espoused keenly
during his life. The statue was unveiled in 1936.

Renée
NAAMSESTRAAT, 3000 LEUVEN

Renée or ‘Fronske’ is the serious female coun-
terpart of the fun loving student ‘Fonske’. The
person actually behind it was René Depret,
honorary citizen of Leuven, who gave his name
to the statue.

The statue was presented to the town of Leu-
ven by the Traders Association in 1997 because
of its fiftieth anniversary. It was placed in Naam-
sestraat close to the first residence for female
students. The designer of the statue is the artist
Armand Loveniers, who specialises in life-size
bronze statues.
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A Totem - 2004 (Jan Fabre)

© Layla Aerts

Sylvain van de Weyer
KAPUCIJNENVOER, 3000 LEUVEN

Sylvain Van De Weyer of Leuven was the very
first Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs. He was
also a member of the provisional government
during the Belgian Revolution - reason enough
for the town of Leuven to dedicate a statue to
him in 1876. From 1876 on, the statue by Charles
Geefs stood in the middle of Ladeuzeplein.
However, it had to be moved to Kapucijnenvoer
because it was too heavy for the new car park
beneath.

Totem
MONSEIGNEUR LADEUZEPLEIN, 3000 LEUVEN

The giant totem opposite the university li-
brary was commissioned from Jan Fabre by
K.U.Leuven in 2004. A gigantic jewel beetle
(the memory of nature), adorns a 23 metre high
needle opposite the university library (human
memory). The work of art symbolises the uni-
versity’s mutual solidarity and perfect partner-
ship with the town of Leuven on the occasion
of its 575™ anniversary. Besides this, the totem
pays homage to knowledge, beauty, science
and the poetry of existence.

4 Renée (Armand Loveniers)

V Fiere margriet (Willy Meysmans)



PROVINCIE

VLAAMS « BRABANT

Hageland

To the east of Leuven lies the Hageland. Six
delightful small provincial towns show off their
rich cultural-historical heritage. Aarschot dis-
plays its iron sandstone Church of Our Lady
and the cultural centre "Het Gasthuis". In Diest
the Beguinage is recognised as a Unesco world
heritage site. In Scherpenheuvel-Zichem you will
find the best known pilgrimage site in the coun-
try as well as the beautiful Averbode Abbey. It
is not for nothing that Zoutleeuw is called the
art shrine of Flemish Brabant. Landen shows off
its rich history with its archaeological site Sinte
Gitter, its Romanesque churches and its tumuli
(burial mounds) and Tienen is proud of its Ro-
man past, which is exhibited amongst others in
the Municipal Museum Het Toreke.

Green Belt

The Groene Gordel (Green Belt) surrounds the
capital Brussels. In the shadow of this metro-
polis tens of splendid parks and gardens
flourish. Here you will find remarkable attrac-
tions like Gaasbeek Castle with its rich interior,
the stately Africa Museum in Tervuren or the
special greenhouses and Boechout Castle in the
National Botanic Garden of Meise.

BRABANTSE KOUTERS

GROENE GORDEL HAGELAND
BRUSSEL LEUVEN
BRUXELLES

DIJLELAND

PAJOTTENLAND
ZENNEVALLEI

Royal Museum of Central Africa
Leuvensesteenweg 13, 3080 Tervuren

The Diest Beguinage

Begijnenstraat, 3290 Diest

Basilica of Our Lady

Rozenstraat, 3270 Scherpenheuvel-Zichem

Gaasbeek Castle
Kasteelstraat 40, 1750 Gaasbeek

www.toerismevlaamsbrabant.be
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